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Lightning Bolt 

Crazy Metal thunder. By Lee Gardner 
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Radu Malfatti 

Silent but deadly. By Dan Warburton 
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Global Ear: Johannesburg 

A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month: Charles Leonard discovers a 
caucus of dissident Afrikaners in a former heartland of South Africa’s police state 













Invisible Jukebox 

Every month we play a musician a series of records which they’re asked to identify 
and comment on - with no prior knowledge of what they’re about to hear 



Invisible Jukebox 













Invisible Jukebox 

































































Sundance film festival and has just been released on done any party DJing in years,' laughs Q-Bert. “I love 



grew up buying comics - Yoga Frog, my business turned into a video magazine, Turntable TV. of course 



Applying his 
quickcutting and 
crossfader 
expertise to the 
world’s first 
animated HipHop 
film, former Invisibl 
Skratch Piklz OJ 
Q-Bert creates a 
parallel universe, 
where dentists are 
the heroes who 
rescue HipHop from 
inner space. 









































I Infinity's-pathfinder 


Pandit Pran Nath (1918-1996) was a guardian of the Kirana vocal tradition, and the producer of an 
extraordinary archive of still unreleased raga recordings. Five years after his death, he continues to issue a 
powerful call to a realm of perfect sound in which opposites of tradition and modernily, East and West, 
sacred and profane unite within the resonant spaces of the tambura drone. Marcus Boon follows Pran 
Nath's footsteps from Lahore to New York to discover how this enigmatic figure became a guru to many of 
America's postwar avant garde, including La Monte Young, Terry Riley and Jon Hassell 














There were no collaborations with Western artists, no 'fusion' experiments, no compromises 
“This business is only fa the contentment of your soul," Pran Nath would say 








“We were watching a programme about whales. Pran Nath heard the whales sing and he started 
to cry. That was his most profound spiritual experience of the Western world" 


music and many other World Musics), made possible a Persian Surgery Dervishes, Shri Camel 


Descending Moonshine Dervishes. < 











IN THE 20 YEARS SINCE LESTER BANGS WROTE HIS “REASONABLE GUIDE TO HORRIBLE 
NOISE", THE MULTI-MEDIATED WORLD HAS LARGELY ASSIMILATED THE HOSTILE SOUNDS HE 
ESPOUSED. CONTRASTING BANGS’S AESTHETIC WITH JACQUES ATTAU’S NOISE , MARK SINKER 
WONDERS WHETHER NOISE CAN SURVIVE THE ENDLESS REVERSAL STRATEGIES THEIR 
FOLLOWERS HAVE DEVELOPED TO KEEP IT ALIVE 


LOUD BANGS AND BESTIAL NOISES 
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Soundcheck 



Ken Hollings pines for 
specks of sound-dust in 
the vacuum of 
Stereolab’s perfection 
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Secret Chiefs 3 - Book M 
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Soundcheck 




Soundcheck 



Stephen Robinson celebrates the displaced 
theatricality of a French rock ’n’ roll stationmaster 
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Size Matters 
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The Compiler 

New compilations reviewed, rated, reviled 
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The Boomerang 


New reissues rated on the rebound 







Avant Rock 


Reviewed by John Mulvey 






























































































Critical Beats 

Reviewed by Peter Shapiro 


























































Dub 

Reviewed by Steve Barker 



Electron ica 

Reviewed by Ken Hollings 




HipHop 

Reviewed by Hua Hsu 























































Jazz & Improv 

Reviewed by Julian Cowley 




Modern Classical 

Reviewed by Andy Hamilton 




Outer Limits 

Reviewed by Jim Haynes 


Al RWAY under a scorching desert sun, Electric Company 

BEYOND^THE PINK LIVE contextualises digital distortion as a smiley, 





disorder into a time based linearity. Even when freethinkers. Bullfrog Devildog President is his 
working with the prolific Zbigniew Karkowski, he latest offering of half-serious charm, loosely 


of the tracks after various geological STILLU PPSTEYPA & TV POW 

formations: “Kosciousko" (Australia’s closest WE ARE EVERYONE IN 
relative to an alpine region), “Peak THE ROOM 




Ether Talk 



At the Acoustic Space Lab 
symposium in Latvia, a crack 
squad of international 
media artists and scientists 
took over a former Soviet 
spy station to tune into the 
harmony of the spheres. 
Words: Mukul 



Go To: 



























RN1#7§: INHERENT COMPLEXITY IN 
DYNAMIC SYSTEMS* 













Print Run 

New music books: devoured, dissected, dissed 












































Print Run 





Print Run 




























































































Print Run 
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Live and kicking: festivals, concerts, clubs in the flesh 



On Location 
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Jah Wobble 
Harold Budd 
Graham Haynes 
Jaki Liebezeit 
Bill Laswell 




Royal Festival Hall 

I Queen Elizabeth Hall 
! Purcell Room 

MIND YOUR HEAD 

A SONIC TRIP ON THE SOUTH BANK 
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Mon 3 Oct RFH 7pm 
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MILLS 


The CCM is corrected by Chris 
Brown and Maggi Payne; the 


innovation 


HOW TO SCOFAM FOR OFAl 


Graduate Programs in Music 










Out There 

This month’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts. 
Send info to listings@thewire.co.uk, fax +44 (0)20 7436 5760 
Deadline for October issue: Friday 7 September 
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Squealer Music 

The Jazz of Shape to Come. 


lawrence casserley. john palmer, daniel biro, 
violeta dinescu. daniel teruggi, paul barker, 
songs from a random house, evelyn ficarra 


www.sargasso.com 

PO Box 10565, London N1 8SR, UK 
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half eaten records 
proudly present 

fl©gch 

on 7 inch vinyl format 
www. halfeaten. com 


rjhrlCntkMkfifel 

releases from: 

M’lumbo 
Jupiter 88 
Bitl Horist 
UnFolktJs 

tarumori 
Bethany Curve 
Pineal Ventana 
SubArachnoid Space 

The Degenerate Art Ensemble 



Sparkling* t 
fji Beatnik 
/>* Records 


7.UNITCIRCLE.COM 


’Will! 

www.sparklingbeatnik.com 


ichester 
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Directory 

Label/distributor contacts for this month’s issue 



Label lore 

No: 060 Chocolate Industries 




ion Objects, Diverse, Via Tania. Caural. 
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Back Issues 

Details of all available back issues, including issues 1-100, are available at 
www.thewire.co.uk Articles from sold out issues are added every month 



When ordering back issues, subscribers can get copies of the following CDs - free 



The Wire Tapper 1 (available with issue 170) 
The Wire Tapper 2 (available with issue 177) 
The Wire Tapper 3 (available with issue 182) 
The Wire Tapper 4 (available with issue 186) 
The Wire Tapper 5 (available with issue 193) 
The Wire Tapper 6 Special Edition 
(double CD) (contact The Wire for availability) 
The Wire Tapper 7 (available with issue 207) 


Live & Direct 99 (available with issue 187) 
Domino On The Wire (available with issue 189) 

Evan Parker’s High Tide CD-ROM 

(available with issue 195) 

Elektrotehnika Slavenika 

(available with issue 199) 

Draw Me A Riot (available with issue 206) 

NB Any free CDs not listed here are now no longer available 


Order form for subscriptions and/or back issues. Or order online at www.thewire.co.uk 


Subscribe here Your details 




















































Subscribe 

Subscribing to The Wire is the best way to get hold of copies of “the most essential 
music magazine of the contemporary era” (Forced Exposure). And here’s why... 



Three ways to subscribe 


One year’s subscription plus 

The Wire Tapper Volumes 1-5 



The Wire Tapper series 



send you a copy of Runeology. a new compilation from the 
issue you will receive a copy of the Exploratory Music From 







Epiphanies 


Crass’s empowering 


avant punk reminds 


Chris Sharp that 

9 Wi 

anarchy in the UK is 


in rude health 

1 
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Subscriber specials 

For full details of how to subscribe to The Wire, turn to page 105 of this 
month’s issue or go to www.thewire.co.uk 


-am 


With this month’s issue of The Wire, 
all subscribers worldwide received a free 
copy of Runeology, an exclusive 
compilation from the Norwegian 
electronic label Rune Grammofon 

Since its first release in 1998 Rune Grammofon has established itself 
as one of the most innovative and adventurous labels around. 

Compiled for The Wire by label boss Rune Kristoffersen, and wrapped 
in new artwork by Kim Hiorthoy, the music on Runeology underlines the 
label’s uncompromisingly eclectic approach, with 12 tracks that move 
through energized electric jazz, kaleidoscopic found sounds, 
atmospheric folkforms and ice-floe Techno. Musicians contributing 
tracks to the CD include Arve Henriksen, Luigi Archetti & Bo Wiget, 
Phonophani, Svalastog, Food, Alog, Deathprod, Supersilent, Monolight, 

Grammofon go to www.runegrammofon.com 


With next month’s issue of The Wire, 
all subscribers worldwide will receive a 
free copy of Exploratory Music From 
Portugal, a new compilation that surfs a 
tidal wave of Atlantic avant gardists 

Specially compiled to coincide with the Atlantic Waves festival of new 
Portugese music which takes place in London in November, 

Exploratory Music From Portugal features 20 tracks by some of the 
country's most advanced musicians, including Telectu, Carlos Zingaro, 
Nuno Rebello, Manuel Mota, Carlos Barretto, Pedro Cameiro, Lula 
Pena and Megafone. From fado to free improvisation, electroacoustics 
to eclectic songforms, chamber works to solo guitar white-outs, the CD 
describes Portugal's diffuse underground music networks in vivid 
detail. For more information on the Atlantic Waves festival go to 



“The most essential music magazine of the contemporary era” - Forced Exposure 



AUDIO SYSTEM 

as it was, so it will be again... 

Eclipse TD, based on Time Domain technology re-engineers from first principles 
the way we listen to recorded music. The result is a speaker uniquely able to replicate 
the accurate time and phase imagery of the recorded source. What you hear is the sound 
as it truly occurred at the point in time it was recorded. 



